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Living life without limits
Blind Beginnings Society is a not-for-profit organization that helps blind and partially sighted 
children and youth to live life without limits.
 

“When you have a disability, many people decide your limits for you. And often 
they’re wrong. So we give youth the opportunities to try things and decide their 
limits for themselves.”
Shawn Marsolais, 
Founder & Executive Director, Blind Beginnings 

Through participation in self-orientation workshops, recreational activities, mentoring 
programs, summer camps, parent workshops and family events:

• children challenge personal limits, build confidence and independence, and develop 
skills to reach their full potential

• youth develop skills and gain volunteer experience to increase their employability and 
set the stage for a successful future

• parents learn to see their child’s true capacities and find resources and peer support to 
be stronger advocates for their child

• families strengthen bonds, find new ways to have fun together, and build valuable 
networks of support with other families

Our mission is to inspire children and youth who are blind or partially sighted, and their 
families, providing diverse programs, experiences, counselling and peer support, and 
opportunities for them to create fulfilling lives.

“It’s incredible to see how the organization has grown, now offering a full roster of truly 
meaningful programming aimed at building a supportive community and providing 
opportunities consistent with their no-limits philosophy. This philosophy is one we 
embrace so whole-heartedly, and work hard to nurture. The opportunities we’ve been 
provided through Blind beginnings have been an essential part of that, and I believe it is 
the reason that, despite their many challenges, our daughters have become the daring, 
curious, adventurous kids they are today.” 
Bridie, mom of Mira (11) and Penelope (6)

Message from our President

Dear members,

It has been my true pleasure to serve as the President of Blind 
Beginnings for the past five years. During this time I have met 
many wonderful families, served with amazing and talented Board 
members, and watched Blind Beginnings develop into the viable and 
effective entity it is today. 

After a great deal of consideration, I have made the difficult decision 
to step down from the President’s position. I believe that Blind 
Beginnings is on the brink of becoming a household name throughout 
BC, and that having fresh leadership on the Board will help facilitate 
many exciting changes and new directions. 

I look forward to my new role as Past President, supporting the new 
President and Board, which will be elected at our 2016 AGM in June. 

In closing, I wish to thank each of you for the support you have given 
me during my time as your President, and I look forward with great 
excitement to seeing the dreams and schemes Shawn and your new 
board will implement in  the future.

Very sincerely yours,

Marilyn Rushton 
President of the Board

Elias attempting the climbing wall at 
JEC Vancouver Island    

we envision a world where seeing things differently inspires limitless possibilities

Message from our Executive Director

Dear Blind Beginnings members,

Blind Beginnings is a place where children and youth learn from an 
early age that it’s okay to be blind or partially sighted, that they 
can and should strive for the same things as their sighted peers, and 
that they are part of a supportive community of successful blind role 
models. 

Equally as important, Blind Beginnings is also a place where parents 
and siblings receive support and resources, connect with each other, 
and begin to see that, even with a visual impairment, a life without 
limits is possible. 

My adjustment to steadily decreasing vision through childhood was 
more difficult and delayed because neither I nor my family had access 
to the programs and services provided through Blind Beginnings.

2015 was a year of growth and reflection for Blind Beginnings. We 
began a strategic planning process, moved into a bigger office, and 
expanded our Community Discovery Program to include a second 
summer camp and a new program in Kamloops. Our Youth Leaders 
accomplished a successful flash mob and launched the Getting 
Together with Technology Group for blind adults, in partnership with 
the Canadian Council of the Blind, where they are developing and 
refining their presentation and 
group facilitation skills.

I’m excited to see what is in 
store for this continually growing 
organization as it begins its ninth 
year.
 
Shawn Marsolais 
Executive Director



Junior Explorer’s Program      
    

The Junior Explorer’s Program seeks to help blind and partially sighted children to increase 
self-confidence, become more independent and be able to participate in a broader range 
of life activities.
 
Children and their sighted siblings also develop friendships with other children 
experiencing similar life circumstances, helping to combat common feelings of isolation 
and loneliness. 

Growing up with Blind Beginnings
Nika was nine years old when she started attending Blind Beginnings’ Junior Explorer’s 
Club. When she started in the club, she repeatedly expressed amazement at what other 
blind adults were capable of and approached each task with the belief that she would not be 
able to do it because she was blind.  

“I always felt very alone, very different. I never liked to use my white cane. I was ashamed 
of using a Brailler in class. But ever since I joined Blind Beginnings, I’ve felt more confident 
and I’ve learned that I have a purpose. And I use my cane more often now.”

Six years later, after being an active member in the club, she is confident, articulate, and one 
of our youngest Youth Leaders. Nika recently accompanied our Executive Director, Shawn 
Marsolais, during an interview on CBC Television to promote our annual spring Gala Dinner 
and Auction. At the 2016 spring Gala, Nika spoke confidently in front of 220 guests about 
how Blind Beginnings has made a difference in her life.

Clement and Matthew are two of our Youth Leaders who are not only making a significant difference in the community by sharing their 
knowledge and talents, but are also strong role models for younger blind and partially sighted children.

Blind Beginnings’ founder, Shawn Marsolais, met Clement while she was working at CNIB. At 
the time, he was twelve years old and a committed member of the CNIB Youth Group. 
Clement has been an active participant of Blind Beginnings’ Youth Leadership Program 
since it was launched in 2010. Over the years, Clement has also participated in Echolocation 
Workshops, Creating Confidence Workshops and our What Happens After Grad Workshop. 

Now twenty-three, Clement has volunteered for several years at our summer camps and 
Junior Explorer’s Club. In 2015, he took on a new challenge, co-facilitating our new Getting 
Together with Technology (GTT) group for blind adults. He has also made countless 
‘blindness awareness’ presentations to community organizations. After discovering 
volunteering through our Youth Leadership Program, Clement was rewarded in 2015 when 
one of his community volunteer commitments turned into paid employment. Clement is an 
incredibly confident young man who enjoys being a resource and support to younger children 
who are blind and their parents.

Matthew was twelve years old when he first came to Blind Beginnings. Over the years, he has participated in many of our workshops: 
Creating Confidence, Echolocation, and What Happens After Grad. He’s been a Youth Leader since 2012 and has volunteered at Junior 
Explorer’s Club meetings, as well as our annual summer Family Adventure Camp. Matthew’s confidence has grown considerably over the 
years. In 2015, he started attending BCIT and joined his friend Clement to co-lead our new GTT program.

 

Junior Explorer’s Clubs 
The Junior Explorer’s Club (JEC) is a recreational learning club for blind and partially sighted children up to twelve years, and their sighted 
siblings. Each club offers children opportunities to explore and experience a wide range of activities tailored to their unique learning and 
developmental needs.

In 2015, two new clubs were launched. We now have three active clubs serving children in different regions of the province: Greater 
Vancouver, Vancouver Island and Kamloops. 

Last year, our Junior Explorers developed a wide range of skills through a variety of activities:

• They expanded their artistic abilities through drama, dance, music and art.  

• They explored the strength of their bodies through yoga, martial arts, 
goalball and a sports day.  

• They learned to be creative through storytelling and making musical 
instruments from household items.  

• They celebrated French Canadian culture at the Maple Sugar Festival, where 
they experienced French Canadian music and traditional foods.

Carving pumpkins for Hallowe’en

Clement and Matthew (second and third from left) 
at Blind Beginnings Has Talent Event

Nika speaking at 2016 Spring Gala
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Youth Leadership Program 

Youth Leadership Training + Leadership in Action

The Youth Leadership Program helps prepare blind and partially sighted youth 13-19 years for future employment, feel less limited by their 
disability and set higher expectations for their academic, career and personal lives. 

Youth participate in a 3-day Leadership Training, followed by a 12-month volunteer practicum. They develop skills in public speaking, 
communications, mentoring, organization and time management, team building and leadership.  

Throughout the year, graduates of the training are required to:

• complete a minimum of forty-five hours of volunteer work (within 
or outside Blind Beginnings)

• participate on at least two Blind Beginnings youth-led committees (see next 
page)

• participate in five community group presentations about blindness

• attend monthly Leadership in Action meetings

In 2015, 11 new Youth Leaders graduated from the Leadership Training, with 8 former 
graduates returning to lend a hand and mentor the new recruits. Former and new 
graduates came from many BC communities: Vancouver, North Vancouver, Coquitlam, New 
Westminster, Surrey, Port Moody, Burnaby, Delta, Aldergrove, Abbotsford, Merritt, Duncan, Rossland and Victoria. 

2015 Leadership in Action Youth-led Committees

Getting Together with Technology: GTT is a new youth-led program launched in 2015 to teach assistive technology 
options to blind adults in the Vancouver area. While offering the blind community no-cost technology-training, our 
blind and partially sighted youth, who have a knack for technology, gain valuable experience in group facilitation and 
public speaking.  

Blind Beginnings Has Talent: This annual talent competition offers an opportunity for blind and partially sighted 
people of all ages to showcase their talents. It is organized each year by our Youth Leaders who coordinate 
competitor auditions, sell tickets, arrange decorations, emcee the event, bake items to sell at the concession, and 
staff the evening. In 2015, the show raised $203.11, which was designated to our Youth Leadership Program. 

Echolocation Workshop
Based on the sonar principles, echolocation is a technique that helps blind people gain 
information from their surroundings to aid in self-travel. This workshop is offered in 
collaboration with World Access for the Blind, and teaches blind and partially sighted 
children the technique, resulting in:increased confidence in self-travel, resulting in greater 
independence and participation in a broader range of activities. 

In March 2015, over three days, blind and partially sighted children up to 12 years learned 
through a variety of games and activities how to use echolocation for independent travel. 
Parents of younger children were taught how to motivate their child to move and how 
to introduce him/her to differences in sound that will later translate to the basics of 
echolocation.

The workshop comprised both private and group sessions, and exploring a nearby park. 
Participants were challenged to cross a narrow bridge independently. For some kids, just walking without being guided was a huge challenge 
which gave them a great confidence boost upon completion.
 

Pre-school Play Group
In partnership with CNIB, in 2015 we piloted a Pre-school Play Group for blind and partially sighted children up to five years, including their 
sighted siblings and caregivers. The primary objective of the group was to provide a safe and inclusive environment with activities tailored 
to the learning needs of these preschoolers. Activities for the pilot play group included: sharing favourite books, exploring and carving 
pumpkins, a guest Recreation Therapist talking about how to access recreation for children who are blind, and making tactile playdough.

A secondary objective was for parents to connect and network with each other. Part of the motive to launch this program was in response 
to feedback from mothers of blind children who have indicated that local community programs, such as library groups and Strong Start, can 
often be overwhelming environments for their blind child due to unfamiliarity and a high number of participants. Parents also report that 
it’s exhausting for them to repeatedly answer questions of well-meaning strangers who don’t understand that their child’s interactions and 
experience of the world is different due to their visual impairment. 

Junior Explorer’s Program: Plans for 2016
Surrey Junior Explorer’s Club We plan to launch a new JE Club in Surrey in order to reach families in this region who have not yet 

accessed our programs.

Early Intervention Family Retreat Also in response to parent interest, and in collaboration with some of our community partners, we will 
be launching a new camp-like initiative to introduce families who are new to raising a blind child to Blind 
Beginnings’ programs.

Learning to self-orient in the park

Youth Leadership Training 2015 Graduates

develop skills & increase employability



Card Making: In the fall of 2015, a group of youth met several times to braille Christmas cards and sell them to our 
supporters. In 2015, this project raised $295.00. 

Flash Mob: The youth-led Flash Mob Committee was formed in late 2014. Throughout 2015, our Youth Leaders worked 
hard to choose the music, choreograph the dance moves and teach about 30 Blind Beginnings members and supporters 
who practiced regularly throughout the year. In October 2015, they performed the flash mob on a Sunday afternoon 
at Metrotown Mall in Burnaby where we were received with great applause! View our flash mobbers on YouTube: click 
here.

Youth Leader in the Spotlight

At 15 years of age, Randi attended the first Blind Beginnings Youth Leadership Training 
weekend in 2010. Prior to the training, she was asked in what ways she felt she would 
benefit from it and she answered: “Maybe I’ll be more willing to volunteer to take the 
lead on stuff. I try to avoid it if I can.” 

In 2014 and 2015, through her participation in the Youth Leadership Program, Randi 
took responsibility for the Flash Mob Committee. She led a group of youth through the 
process of choosing the music, choreographing the dance, and teaching it to over 30 
Blind Beginnings members. Randi’s strong leadership skills made our debut flash mob 
an event to remember and repeat!

 
2015 Leadership in Action Youth Presentations

In 2015, our Youth Leaders made presentations to over 500 students, teachers and members of the community, contributing to increased 
awareness about blindness and how blind and partially sighted children experience the world.

Audiences of our Youth Leader presentations in 2015:

• Killarney Secondary School 
• Abbotsford Secondary School
• AMI (Accessible Media)
• CBC Radio
• Sperling Elementary School—presentation about how 

blind people use technology 

Leadership in Action Youth Volunteer Placements

Blind Beginnings programs/events where youth volunteered in 2015:

• Youth Representative on Board of Directors
• Camp counsellors at Summer Camps
• Assisting at annual Gala Dinner & BB Has Talent Fundraiser
• Creating and performing the BB Flash Mob
• Facilitating Vancouver’s new GTT (Getting Together  

with Technology) program for blind adults

Youth community placements in 2015:

• Elementary and high schools
• 411 Seniors Centre
• Camp Goodtimes
• Goalball project 
• CNIB
• Vision Quest 

What Happens after Grad Workshop

The 2015 What Happens after Grad (WHAG) workshop was offered in the summer over four 
sessions. Participants were a bit younger this year, so more time was spent explaining what is needed to apply for post-secondary education, 
how to find out what courses are needed in high school to get into specific programs,  exploring career choices, doing information interviews 
to find out more about careers of interest and reporting back to the group. Youth who participated in the WHAG workshop requested a 
post-workshop Youth Support Group because they really enjoyed the supportive, understanding environment to ask questions. 

Youth Leadership Network: Plans for 2016

Newsletter Committee Youth will write articles and coordinate the production of a new quarterly newsletter.

Blind Beginnings Has Talent Fundraiser We will make improvements to this annual fundraiser so that it showcases the talent of 
our children and youth and truly celebrates their diverse abilities.

Community Presentations We intend to expand our youth-led community presentations to include more schools and 
community organizations. 

Randi leading the Flash Mob practice

Youth challenge to build the tallest 
structure out of straws that would 
stand for a minute

• Selling braille cards and CDs at BB Family Christmas party
• Assisting at the Regional BC Braille Challenge
• Doing presentations about blindness and BB in their communities
• Accompanying staff for media interviews 
• Mentoring younger blind children 
• Assisting at Junior Explorer’s Clubs & Community Discovery Outings

• Blacklock Fine Arts 
• William F Davidson Elementary School
• Vancouver District School Board
• SFU Student Teachers—presentation on how to 

help visually impaired students in the classroom

• Kidstart
• Park Royal Mall
• Churches 
• University of Victoria
• Easy-Go-Grow day camp



Parent Support Program 

Our Seeing Things Differently Parent Support Group launched in 2014 and continues to be a popular program among our parents. 

This group provides a safe haven for parents to talk about their feelings of grief and loss, their frustrations over having to advocate for 
inclusion, how to deal with the reactions of friends, family, and strangers regarding their child’s blindness, how to talk about blindness with 
their child, and their hopes and fears for the future.

This 6-week program is a place to gain information and understanding while connecting with other parents who have a first-hand 
understanding of what they are going through.

During the program, parents come together to discuss issues such as the moment they learned of their child’s diagnosis, their feelings about 
the reactions of friends, family, and strangers to their child’s blindness, the loss they feel, the gifts their child has brought them and how to 
talk about blindness with their children and other topics. 

The group is facilitated by two counsellors, each of whom have a visual impairment. 

“In the early years, it’s really the parents that need the support from Blind Beginnings, more than their young child. For 
parents, their ideas of blindness are pre-set and they may never have met a blind person before their child was born. So to 
acknowledge that their child is blind can be very devastating.”  
Shawn Marsolais 
Founder & Executive Director, Blind Beginnings

Parent 101 Workshop

In January 2016, we launched the Parent 101 Workshops, in partnership with the Canadian Deaf-Blind Association.

Topics have included: 

• Disability Tax Credit
• Registered Disability Savings Plan
• Tax deductions for persons with disabilities
• Latest in assistive technology

Future topics of interest: 

• Orientation & Mobility tips
• How to get your blind child contributing at home
• A panel of working blind adults sharing their life 

experience
• Internet safety tips for parents

Parent Support Program: Plans for 2016

Based on parent feedback, we plan to launch the following 
new initiatives for parents in 2016:

Parent workshops in conjunction with our new 
Surrey Junior Explorer’s Club—this will provide an 
opportunity for parents to get hands on instruction 
while their children are participating in a fun, skill-
building program.

Parent Support Group: we plan to offer the group 
four times during the year, twice in an in-person 
format and twice in a tele-conference format to 
increase accessibility for parents who live in remote 
communities.

seeing things differently & feeling supported

Mom, Bridie, with daughter Penelope



Family Community Discovery Program

 
Community Discovery Program

The primary objective of this program is to offer a variety of community-based 
experiences for blind and partially sighted children to: 

•  increase their confidence trying new challenges, 

•  expand their personal beliefs in what they can do

• learn about world concepts at their own pace

 
At the same time, their parents and sighted siblings discover how to support the child in their learning and development, and build their 
networks of support meeting other families.

This is accomplished through regular activities and outings in the community where children are exposed to places they have not experienced 
before and which offer them the opportunity to learn new concepts, develop skills or discover how something works. 

 
 
Outings and events in 2015

Greater Vancouver:

• Tour of Descriptive Video Works, a recording studio where 
TV programs and movies are described for the visually impaired

• Learned to play beep kickball 

• Ice-skating

• Family BBQ

• Day at Playland

• Attended a described theatre production

• Family Christmas party
Ella and her mom kayaking during camp (right)

learning together & strengthening bonds

COMMUNITY 
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Vancouver Island (launched in 2015):

• Visit to a farm

Kamloops (launched in 2015):

• Played goalball

• Visit to a pumpkin patch

• Christmas bowling party



Campers also had the opportunity to learn kitchen skills while 
preparing a meal for the camp each day.

While the children expand their skill sets and lift fears, their parents 
realize their child’s true capabilities and limitless potential.

Camp Hornby

In 2015, Blind Beginnings assumed responsibility for a 13 year old 
camp for blind and partially sighted children on Hornby Island: Camp 
Hornby.  

Campers participated in a variety of activities:

• high ropes course
• wall climbing and repelling
• kayaking
• riding in a speedboat
• tractor riding/driving
• giant ladder 
• leap of faith

Family Community Discovery Program: 
Plans for 2016

Pre-school Community Discovery 

In response to feedback received during Parent Focus Groups, we 
plan to launch a Pre-school Community Discovery Program in mid-
2016. This will model our Community Discovery Program with a 
special focus on pre-schoolers.

Youth Leader, Clement, sharing his musical 
talent at the 2015 Family Adventure Camp

Summer Camps

Family members, teachers, and members of the community, who have little to no experience with blindness, often unintentionally place 
limits on blind children, causing them to underestimate their abilities. In addition to helping blind children lift these limits, our annual camps 
aim to show parents the need to support their child in trying new things in order to discover their true capacities.

Given the low incidence of blindness and the vastness of the province, often a blind child is the only one in his/her community, which often 
creates feelings of isolation and loneliness. Our summer camps not only facilitate friendships among blind children, but also enable their 
parents and sighted siblings to build necessary networks of support.

“As parents, we get to take part in perspective building exercises (building a tent blindfolded!) that open our eyes (in 
a manner of speaking) to the way our children experience the world; and we get to spend real time in community with 
parents who share similar triumphs and struggles, as well as with youth and adult volunteers who are blind and are an 
inspiration both to parents and to kids: reassuring parents that with the right support and opportunities, our kids will be 
active, independent and involved, while giving our kids outstanding role models.” 
Bridie, mom of Mira (11) and Penelope (6) 

Family Adventure Camp

The Family Adventure Camp has been offered annually since 2011. Every August, over a 4-day weekend, blind children and their siblings and 
parents participate in this traditional camping and outdoor adventure experience. In order to increase accessibility for families, the camp takes 
place in a different location each year. In 2015, it was held on the Sunshine Coast. 

Children challenge and extend their personal limits by participating in guided sporting activities, as well as 
learning survival and orienteering skills, such as how to use a compass in the forest. Campers also have the 
opportunity to learn from and be inspired by older youth who are blind or partially sighted. These youth, 
who have graduated from our Youth Leadership Training, volunteer as camp counsellors to mentor younger 
children.

In 2015, campers and their families participated in:

• archery
• hiking
• making musical instruments

 

• an introduction to our Flash Mob
• a visit to a farmer’s market
• beach exploration

Mira repelling the climbing wall



Community Partners 
Blind Beginnings is a stronger organization because of our dedicated community partners. Those with the closest relationship are 
represented on our Board of Directors: UBC’s Vision Teacher and Orientation & Mobility programs, and two Teachers of the Visually 
Impaired. 

In 2015, we moved into the Inclusion BC building and became a neighbour of the Canadian Deaf-Blind Association (CDBA). Being in 
the same space has made it easier to collaborate with CDBA on projects, such as our Parent 101 Workshops.

Teachers of the Visually Impaired (TVI) are involved in the planning and implementation of two of our successful annual events: 
our Youth Leadership Training weekend and our Family Adventure Camp. TVI’s also assist in the coordination of some of our Junior 
Explorer’s Clubs and Community Discovery Outings in different parts of the province. All of these programs are richer because of the 
involvement of these dedicated teachers. 

We are grateful to BC Blind Sports for being a regular guest at our Junior Explorer’s Clubs, ensuring that we are introducing sports and 
recreation in a way that is safe, skill-building and fun. 

In 2015, we expanded our Youth Leadership Program to include the Getting Together with Technology group in Vancouver. This 
youth-led initiative was made possible by partnering with the Canadian Council of the Blind. We also launched a monthly Pre-school 
Play Group in partnership with CNIB.  

Thank you to all of our partners for your collaboration and endless support.

“At UBC we strive to provide our students with rich and varied experiences that will help them become excellent 
teachers of students with visual impairments. We value our community partnership with Blind Beginnings because 
it helps us give our students a broader perspective of the opportunities, challenges and perspectives of children 
and youth with visual impairments and their families. Blind Beginnings collaborates with teachers of students 
with visual impairments in their programming which models the impact that can be made for families and children 
when education and organizations work together to fill in the gaps.”

Kim Zebehazy, Blind Beginnings Board Member 
Assistant Professor, Special Education Blindness and Visual Impairment 
Faculty of Education | Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology, and Special Education  
The University of British Columbia

 

“Blind Beginnings is an integral part of the constellation of services available to students with visual impairments 
and their families in British Columbia. The organization has grown into one of the most trusted sources for 
information and programming for families in the province. I am very proud of my connection to Blind Beginnings 
and look forward to deepening our collective efforts to improve services and supports for students and families.”

Adam P. Wilton 
Manager, Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired (PRCVI) and Accessible Resource Centre - British 
Columbia (ARC-BC)

“BC Blind Sports and Recreation Association continues to partner with Blind Beginnings through their Junior 
Explorer’s and Community Discovery programs in the area of physical activity. Partnering with Blind Beginnings 
helps us to reach a number of blind children and youth, introducing them and their family supporters to the 
benefits of physical activity and sport opportunities.”

Jane D. Blaine 
Executive Director 
BC Blind Sports and Recreation Association



Funder Recognition 

Contributor of the Year

BFO Consulting   

In early 2015, Blind Beginnings began working with Bill Chalmers and Esther Sarlo of 
BFO Consulting Inc. 

Over the course of several months, Bill and Esther facilitated numerous Strategic 
Planning workshops with the Board, parents, staff, and volunteers. 

Together the group refined our mission, vision, mandates, and goals. The planning 
process has continued into 2016 as we develop Board and HR policies, as well as a 
Business Plan for the coming years.  

The Blind Beginnings Board of Directors is incredibly grateful to Bill for his continued 
support of Blind Beginnings and for the hours of coaching and guidance he has 
generously provided, at no cost, to our Executive Director and Board.

2015 Youth Leadership Training weekend ~ 
Shawn Marsolais with Adam Wilton of the 
Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired

Thank you to all individuals and organizations 
who helped make all of this possible in 2015!

Westminster Savings Foundation

Coast Capital Savings

Dave & Ann Trick Family Foundation

Ventana Construction Company

Province of British Columbia

Accessible Media

Fraternal Order of Eagles

The Cadillac Fairview Corp. (in honour of Maria Zeldis)

KGHM AJAX Mining Corp.

Al Roadburg Foundation

Lohn Foundation

Face the World Foundation

Variety The Children’s Charity

The Edith Lando Family Foundation

CKNW Orphan’s Fund

Military Police Fund for Blind Children

Anonymous Individual Donors



Board of Directors 2015-16
 
Marilyn Rushton, President
 
Betty Nobel, Vice-President
 
Colette Mitchell, Treasurer
 
Peter Moroney, Past President
 
 
  

How you can help
 
 

There are many ways you can support Blind Beginnings: 

• One Time Donation by Cheque, Credit Card or PayPal

• PayPal Recurring Monthly Donation

• Donation through CanadaHelps

 For easy, secure donation methods, please visit our website at www.blindbeginnings.ca

Volunteer Opportunities
Please contact our office to find out which programs and events need volunteers this year.
 
Tel: 604 434 7243
Toll Free: 1 866 736 8620
Email: shawn@blindbeginnings.ca

your support helps blind and partially sighted children learn to live life without limits!

Kim Zebehazy, Member at Large
 
Matthew Alvernaz, Youth Representative
 
Jessica Rathwell, Member at Large
 
Tommy Leung, Member at Large



BLIND BEGINNINGS SOCIETY
Statement of Financial Position December 31, 2015  
(Unaudited) 

 2015 2014

ASSETS  
CURRENT  
Cash $47,841 $42,329
Restricted cash 21,200 10,000
Goods and services tax recoverable 956 -
Prepaid expenses 4,164 41800
 74,161 57,129
CAPITAL ASSETS (Note 3) 1,468 1,979
 $75,629 $59,108

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  
CURRENT  
Accounts payable $7,920 $8,615
Goods and services tax  payable - 2,145
Wages payable - 1,440
Employee deductions payable 2,586 1,648
Deferred income 211,200 10,000
 31,706 23,848

NET ASSETS  
Unrestricted fund 42,455 33,282
Invested in ca ital assets fund 1,468 1,978
 43,923 35,260
 $75,629 $59,108

BLIND BEGINNINGS SOCIETY
Statement of Operations
For the Year Ended December 31, 2015 (Unaudited) 
 2015 2014

REVENUE
Grants $63,889 $44,562
Contributions 46,790 31,734
Fundraising events 43,089 45,496
Gaming grant 35,766 35,302
Gifts from other charities 11,723 5,573
Program fundraising and recovery 4,740 3,024
Memberships 935 735

 206,932 166,426

EXPENSES
PROGRAMS  
Salaries and subcontracts 85,486 66,634
Rental 31,302 8,553
Travel 10,640 10,002
Meals and refreshments 6,905 6,078
Supplies 4,381 5,861
Activities 2,469 4,071
Insurance and licenses 82 808
OPERATING  
Professional fees 21,699 18,416
Salaries 11,012 14,140
Fundraising 10,812 16,513
Consulting fees 5,218 -
Facility rental 3,300 2,508
Advertising and promotion 1,935 -
Office 1,092 973
Interest and bank charges 1,079 774
Amortization 510 698
Insurance and licenses 347 995

 198,269 157,024

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES $8,663 $9,402
 

Financial Report 

During our last fiscal year ending December 31, 2015, Blind 
Beginnings experienced close to 30% growth over the 
previous year, as reflected in our Statement of Operations. 
The growth in income can be attributed to a number of 
factors including: 

1. repeat funding from various corporate and family 
foundations and from the Province of BC, 

2. new grants received from foundations that formerly 
supported Camp Hornby, which became a Blind 
Beginnings program in 2015, and

3. the efforts of our dedicated Youth Leaders who 
raised funds through a variety of events and 
activities, principally Blind Beginnings Has Talent 
and the Card-making Project.

With increased income we were able to initiate new 
programs including: Camp Hornby, two new Junior 
Explorer’s Clubs on Vancouver Island and in Kamloops, our 
youth-led Getting Together with Technology group, and a 
Pre-school Play Group, which we piloted in partnership with 
the CNIB.

While we continue to receive the majority of our funding 
from foundations, corporations and the BC government, 
we perceive the need to establish a base of support from 
individual givers, in order to provide our organization with 
the sustainable funding we need to maintain our existing 
services and offer new programs as the need arises. 

We are proud of our accomplishments in 2015 and we look 
forward to another year of growth in 2016. We are grateful 
to all of our supporters who have provided the financial and 
volunteer contributions that have allowed us to serve our 
children and families in the best way possible.

REVENUE 
Foundation and Corporate Grants $75,612
Individuals $46,790
Fundraising events  $43,089
Government (Gaming) $35,766
Memberships and Program Recovery $5,675

EXPENSES 
Programs $141,265
Administration $40,974
Fundraising $16,030

PROGRAM COSTS 
Salaries $85,486
Facility rental $31,302
Travel $10,640
Food/meals $6,905
Supplies $4,381
Activity fees and insurance $2,551
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Blind Beginnings Society

227 Sixth Street
New Westminster, BC V3L 3A5

Tel: 604 434 7243
Toll Free: 1.866.736.8620

shawn@blindbeginnings.ca
www.blindbeginnings.ca 

         Facebook              Twitter


